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Contact: Laure Pengelly Drake, UM coordinator of external scholarships, 243-6140,
laure.pengeIlvdrake@umontana.edu.
STUDENT AWARD OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE THROUGH USA TODAY
MISSOULA Nominations are now being accepted for the 2009 USA Today College Academic
Team.
Laure Pengelly Drake, coordinator of external scholarships at The University of
Montana, will assist qualified UM students with the application process.
The 20th annual program honors full-time undergraduates at four-year colleges who not
only excel academically, but also extend their reach beyond the classroom to benefit society.
The awards are open to full-time undergraduates of at least junior standing at four-year
institutions in the United States or its territories. Students must be nominated by their schools
and be willing to be featured in USA Today.
The top 20 students are designated members of USA Today’s All-USA College
Academic First Team. They will be featured in USA Today in March and will receive trophies
and cash awards of $2,500.
Criteria include grades, academic rigor, leadership, activities and, most importantly,
the student’s essay describing his or her most outstanding intellectual endeavor as a college
undergraduate.
Only electronic nomination forms will be accepted. Nominations must be received by

11:59 a.m. EST Friday, Dec. 12.
Qualified UM students who are interested in applying should call Pengelly Drake at
243-6140 or e-mail laure.pengellvdrake@umontana.edu as soon as possible.
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